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We face three interconnected crises: 1 million species are at risk of extinction; climate change is accelerating; and 
the pandemic, which is linked to the dangerous commercial trade in wildlife for human consumption, has claimed 
millions of lives. But we have hope for the future because of your strong support for our mission—and because of what 
we have accomplished with that support.

Through 2021 and beyond, WCS seeks to:

WCS stands for wildlife. Thank you for standing with us.

Advance nature-based 
solutions to climate change—

which can provide nearly  
one-third of the action we need 

by 2030—by unlocking the 
power of intact forests

Help prevent future 
pandemics by rolling 

out One Health solutions 
worldwide and ending the 

commercial trade in wildlife 
for human consumption 

Stabilize or increase  
at-risk populations 
of tigers, elephants, sharks, 
and many other endangered 
species, while protecting and 
rewilding nature’s remaining 
strongholds

Scale up our intact 
forest conservation 
fieldwork while mobilizing 
conservation of the planet’s 
1.7 billion hectares of intact 
forests by 2030

End the commercial 
trade in wildlife 
for human consumption 
through legislative reform, 
and help law enforcement 
find, catch, and prosecute 
wildlife trafficking criminals

Inspire millions  
to protect nature 
through our NYC zoos and 
aquarium, and through strong 
digital engagement and 
education programs

LOOKING AHEAD

OUR SOLUTIONS

THE THREE CRISES OF OUR TIME

—Cristián Samper, President and CEO of WCS

The world is facing three major crises—
they are all interrelated, with many of 

the same causes and solutions.

BIODIVERSITY LOSS
CLIMATE CHANGE

THE PANDEMIC

Conserve biodiversity  
and wilderness with  
science-led species 

protections and strategies 
to protect 30 percent of our 

planet by 2030



One World, One Health 
WCS is supporting governments across the globe 
in taking action to end the commercial trade 
in wildlife for human consumption—in order 
to help prevent future pandemics. For example 
in the US, we recently launched the Protect 
Wildlife, Protect Us campaign focused on shutting 
down commercial wildlife trade; we are also supporting the US 
Congress in introducing legislation to stop this harmful practice. 
On the ground, our experts are improving environmental health 
by stopping destruction of intact ecosystems, and devising health 
solutions that benefit both people and wildlife, including new tools 
to detect and prevent Ebola transmissions in at-risk communities.

YOUR IMPACT
Protecting Marine Biodiversity 
WCS is conserving vulnerable marine species and 
their habitats across all five oceans. Since 2016, 
we have supported the creation of 500,000 square 
kilometers of marine protected areas worldwide, 
and today we are catalyzing protection of 50 of 
the world’s most climate-resilient coral reefs—all 
while helping raise ambition globally to protect 30 percent of our 
oceans by 2030. In New York waters, we are helping shepherd a 
recovery of whales; our scientists are using acoustic technology to 
detect these ocean giants and reduce collisions.

Unlocking the Power of  
Intact Forests 
Intact forest loss intensifies climate change, 
extinction, and health risks. WCS has a plan 
to stop the loss of these life-giving forests by 
2030, ensuring the preservation of essential 
wildlife habitat and massive carbon sinks. We 
recently developed the first-ever metric of global forest integrity, 
which will help decision makers understand where the most intact 
forests are and how to protect them. WCS is working closely with 
governments and Indigenous Peoples to scale up and strengthen 
protections on the ground in 25 tropical forest countries around 
the world—and beyond.
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Recovering tigers  
across Asia
WCS protects more than half the world’s 
wild tigers, and these big cats are making 
a strong comeback at our sites across 
Asia. In a 2020 study, WCS found that 
vaccinating even a small number of 
tigers against canine distemper virus 
(CDV) each year can substantially reduce 
their extinction risk. We developed a 
portable genetic test that can provide 
real-time data on CDV outbreaks, and 
are advancing efforts to vaccinate tigers 
in our field sites.

Bringing down criminal 
elephant poachers
In 2020, WCS helped Congolese 
authorities bring to justice a notorious 
poacher and ivory trafficker thought 
to have killed 200–400 elephants. The 
tough 30-year prison sentence sends a 
strong signal to other wildlife criminals 
in northern Congo.

Caring for rescued animals 
at WCS zoos
WCS’s zoos and aquarium have helped 
many rescued and rehabilitated 
animals over the last year, including 
Amos the white pelican, who was shot 
in both his wings. Though unable to 
fly and survive in the wild, Amos has 
otherwise fully recovered, and WCS 
experts will provide him with the best 
of care as he helps educate Bronx Zoo 
visitors about human-wildlife conflict.

Increasing forest cover  
in Guatemala
Forest cover in Guatemala’s Maya 
Biosphere Reserve increased between 
2019–2020 for the first time since 
its establishment in 1990, thanks 
to WCS’s patrol and monitoring 
work. Our efforts and strong local 
partnerships here are helping jaguars 
and other at-risk species thrive.     

Safeguarding biodiversity 
in Cambodia
Many endangered species in 
Cambodia’s Keo Seima Wildlife 
Sanctuary—including green peafowl 
and pig-tailed macaques—are now 
stable or increasing following 10+ years 
of conservation effort by WCS and our 
Indigenous partners. Keo Seima’s intact 
forests are vital carbon sinks and like all 
intact ecosystems, naturally help reduce 
disease spillover.

Protecting forests with 
sustainable coffee
WCS is leading a new collaboration 
with farmers and the business sector 
to improve sustainable coffee farm 
productivity and livelihoods in 
southern Sumatra while reducing forest 
loss in Bukit Barisan Selatan National 
Park. These efforts benefit more than 
20,000 smallholder coffee farmers and 
protect one of the last strongholds for 
Sumatran tigers and elephants.

Protecting the 
Mesoamerican Reef
WCS recently helped the Government 
of Belize expand its Sapodilla Cayes 
Marine Reserve, ensuring long-term 
protection for this region’s whale sharks 
and dolphins; large schools of grouper, 
snapper, and jack fish; and resilient 
coral reefs. This expansion is a critical 
step in protecting and sustaining the 
larger Mesoamerican Reef system.

Discovering climate-resilient 
corals in the Western  
Indian Ocean
WCS scientists discovered an incredible 
climate refuge for corals within a rare cool 
spot along the Kenya-Tanzania coast after 
analyzing data we and partners collected 
over three decades. Building on this work 
and a similar study in Asia’s Coral Triangle, 
WCS seeks to scale up monitoring efforts for 
coral sensitivity globally in order to target 
conservation efforts to those reefs with the 
best chance of surviving climate change.

WCS CONSERVATION ACTION

Hotspot: Commercial Trade in 
Wildlife for Human Consumption

WCS Landscape/Seascape High Forest Integrity

Low Forest Integrity

This map highlights just a few of the ways you have 
helped WCS address the three crises of our time.



The Wildlife Conservation Society saves wildlife and wild 
places worldwide through science, conservation action, 
education, and inspiring people to value nature. We envision a 
world where wildlife thrives in healthy lands and seas, valued 
by societies that embrace and benefit from the diversity and 
integrity of life on Earth.

Wildlife Conservation Society
2300 Southern Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10460

wcs.org
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This rare image of an okapi—photographed in 2020 
within the Democratic Republic of Congo’s Okapi Wildlife 
Reserve—is a beacon of hope and recovery. WCS is 
ensuring effective long-term management of this vital, 
carbon-rich forest landscape, working side by side with 
governments and local communities to protect it from 
illegal mining, bushmeat hunting, and habitat loss.
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