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The conservation challenge

   Resource mobilization post-2020
   

    WCS recommendations to CBD Parties

Meanwhile, a series of reports have highlighted outstanding challenges and shown us the 
way forward. The OECD has concluded that the total, global public and private investment in 
biodiversity amounts to between USD 78 and 91 billion, or about .1% of global GDP, while 
government investments (subsidies) in activities harmful to biodiversity are 5-6 times larger. 
No formulation of a post-2020 framework, or indeed any global targets, will be successful 
without acknowledging and better understanding this challenge.
 

Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity have always recognized the importance of 
financial resources to implement the Convention, including most notably through Article 20 of 
the Convention. Subsequent discussions have resulted in the adoption of a CBD Strategy for 
Resource Mobilization (CoP9, 2008), Aichi Target 20 (CoP10, 2010), and interim targets on 
resource mobilization (CoP12, 2014).

The latest draft of the framework, published in June 2020, includes an explicit draft target on 
resources, but with additional inputs . It remains to be decided exactly how resource 
mobilization will be reflected in the post-2020 framework outside of the targets, and how 
these discussions will inform CoP15’s guidance to the financial mechanism (the GEF).

Resource mobilization negotiations

The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) has long-term conservation programs in more than 
60 countries. Our experience informs these recommendations on resource mobilization and 
biodiversity finance in the CBD post-2020 global biodiversity framework (GBF). 

1. Adopt targets on both policy and finance that aim for the retention of biodiversity 
as the most cost-effective means of achieving global conservation goals.

 
The Convention obligates Parties to prioritize biodiversity conservation through 
preventative actions, including in areas beyond national jurisdiction. Furthermore, 
studies demonstrate that remedial approaches, such as biodiversity offsets, are not 
feasible everywhere. At the global scale, the retention of existing natural 
ecosystems, particularly those that are highly intact, will be a far more cost-effective 
intervention than compensation or restoration, and indeed the only means to 
achieve shared goals on biodiversity and climate. The GBF must therefore include 
targets and indicators whereby governments commit to: prohibition of activities that 
degrade or destroy highly intact ecosystems; re-allocation of national budgets away 
from harmful activities and perverse subsidies; and enactment and implementation  
of policies that induce the private sector to reduce ecosystem degradation and loss.

2. Increase domestic and multilateral funding dedicated specifically to biodiversity 
and nature conservation, towards an ambitious global goal.

 
Parties must establish a shared goal on collective increase of both domestic and 
international spending on biodiversity and nature conservation. At a minimum, 
Parties should identify a proportional target for Official Development Assistance 
(ODA), such as requiring that at least 10% of global ODA flows have explicit 
biodiversity co-benefits. Parties must also ensure that investments in biodiversity 
conservation are sustainable by: codifying financial commitments; securing new 
revenue streams; capitalizing conservation trust funds; and prioritizing highly intact 
and resilient ecosystems. Finally, we cannot guarantee that all critical biodiversity 
conservation investments will fit under the umbrella concept of ‘nature-based 
solutions’ (NbS), which itself is still in development. As such, we also urge CBD 
Parties to: 1) establish minimum criteria for funding NbS in line with best practices, 
and 2) maintain existing budgets for biodiversity and nature conservation.
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3. Mainstream biodiversity through additional, complementary investment and
transformative policy change from non-biodiversity sectors.
 
Despite COVID-19 making it clear that widespread degradation of natural 
ecosystems and our consumption patterns entail significant and unacceptable 
health and economic risk, efforts to mainstream biodiversity into key sectors have 
been insufficient. We recommend the following changes post-2020: 

Climate change: Nature offers over 30% of potential climate mitigation 
opportunities, and a similar proportion of global climate finance should be spent on 
‘nature-based solutions’ that meet best practices. This requires quantitative 
post-2020 targets that can be translated into national policies (and climate 
commitments), as well as increased cooperation among national focal points.

Productive sectors (agriculture, forestry, fisheries): Post-2020 targets must 
advance research on and, critically, investments in practices and commodities that 
reduce land and sea use change and associated impacts on biodiversity, or those 
that contribute to these sectors providing a net positive benefit to biodiversity.

Infrastructure:  Post-2020 targets should trigger policy change - at the finance and 
planning stages - to halt perverse subsidies and investments in infrastructure that 
increase access to highly intact ecosystems and thus minimize ecosystem 
degradation, fragmentation and loss.

Health: Actions to rebuild economies and improve pandemic preparedness 
prioritize preventing pathogen spillover and outbreaks, must be compatible with 
One Health approaches (endorsed by CBD) and the Berlin Principles. Governments 
must strengthen WHO-FAO-OIE tripartite cooperation, including with the CBD; 
create regional or global early-warning systems; and prioritize prevention and risk 
mitigation by halting the commercial (non-subsistence) trade in wildlife for human 
consumption and associated markets.
 

4. Identify, track and manage all biodiversity-relevant financial flows in order to 
better assess global progress towards targets on resource mobilization.

The OECD has concluded from available data that government investments 
(subsidies) in activities harmful to biodiversity are at least 5-6 times larger than 
public and private investment in biodiversity combined. CBD and other reporting 
mechanisms should require reporting on all types of ODA and other types of 
investment (e.g. infrastructure) with significant environmental impacts as 
biodiversity-relevant finance. It is only through better understanding the imbalance 
between financial flows that they can be corrected. 

5. Streamline and integrate resource mobilization components for enhanced 
communication, uptake and implementation.

The GBF will serve as an overarching framework for many different stakeholders, 
and Parties must reduce complexity to enhance implementation. SBI must achieve 
consensus on how to organize the draft targets of the post-2020 framework, and 
the different strategic components, activities and milestones/targets proposed by 
the RM Expert Panel. Joint recommendations on SBI-3 documents are forthcoming.
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