From Borneo to the Bronx:
Saving Species with WCS




Hello! I'm Liz Bennett, Vice President, Species Conservation!
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As a kid, I visited the London Zoo The primates were my favorites I thought that if I could be any
meet Guy the Gorilla. other species, it would be a gibbon!
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as often as my Mum would take me
(and yes, I fed the elephants).
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1984: My first grant from WCS, to study proboscis monkeys in the wild—off to Borneo, in Southeast Asia,
the only place where they occur!
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They are only found in coastal swamp and riverine forests. So I learned to drive boats...And spent much ™,
time in swamps!
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. PROBOSCIS MONKEYS
OF BORNEO _

Social Organization and Ecology of Proboscis
Monkeys (Vasalis larvarus) in Mixed Coastal
Forest in Sarawak
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INTROWICTION

Proboscis moakeys {Sauntls bervana) are lage, sevmaly dimorphidid
buncs, Females weigh an average af 10 kg, whereas maley averags 20
are known ta reach 34 kg (Allen and Coolidge, 1940; Schubiz, 1942) S0
are endemic vo Borneo in Southeasi Asia (Fig. 1) where they & co
maindy 1o mangrove, rivering, and peal swamp foreses of the ooastal lor
(Diwwks, 1962; JelTeey, 1DEL; Payne of of, 1985 Small popalmbons sral
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Outcomes of the research: o,
. . . &
= Knowledge of the species’ social system, ecology, and habitat needs 3 w
= Biggest finding: they range over large areas, including outside protected areas A
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" Borneo,

GRAPHIC: WCS

Moving inland, still in Sarawak, Borneo. A bit of background: Borneo has amongst the highest species
diversity in the world.




Cultural diversity is also very high
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Photo: E L Bennett

S

i Photo €L e,ren

C\ETY
0

%1

Nt/

WSERVAy,
®° /

2,
19um

Traditional rural lifestyles are juxtaposed with modern urban ones.




By mid-1980s, everyone knew wildlife was disappearing — but nobody knew why.
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So we studied slash and burn cultivation... logging...




What did we find? The core problem: hunting, facilitated by the spread of logging. Logging brings roads,
outside hunters, and access to urban markets to sell wildlife. So-much more hunting!
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A MASTER PLAN ror
WILDLIFE /v SARAWAK

Sarawak Forest Department

Wildlife Conservation Soclety

The Government said “Now we know what the problem is, tell us what to do about it!” They asked for a
Master Plan to be comprehensive, strong, with detailed recommendations on how to save Sarawak’s

wildlife.

SERV,
co"‘ AT’O,P

w

w”‘Dl/‘-
€

<
A1a°

WCS /

25 yEAR®



Took two years, dialogues at all levels...
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OFFICIAL OPENING

w0
'AMASTER PLAN Fgﬁs{{’?{b?}vm IN

YB DATUK \\iAR nul HAMID BUGO '
STATE SECRETARY SARAWAK

3rd November 1996

from rural indigenous hunting communities... to topmost government officials.
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Two main recommendations:

» Close wildlife trade
= Protect more forests
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Key points:

Implementation! New laws... = Ban on commercial wildlife trade; “You can hunt, but can’t sell”

= Easier to create protected areas
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Number of new protected areas went up rapidly! o,
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Major part of the work: training people to implement the plan.

/

PHOTO: M. GUMAL

SERV4y,
ot 7
¢ 1

w

<
A1a°

W”.Dllﬁ
&

WCS

25 yEAR®



PHOTO: WCS

I then moved to New York! Initially, to oversee our global
work on hunting and wildlife trade, including setting up our
wildlife trade programs in China and Vietnam. And now,
coordinating our species conservation programs across WCS.

If that kid at the London Zoo could have imagined her perfect
career, this would be it!

SERV,
(ONERAr, "o,

WCS

725 YEAR®

Y
A13°



