
 

 

Classification of Wildlife 

Identification and classification are critical parts of being an ecologist. These skills take lots of 
practice. They help us to learn about different kinds of wildlife - their features, what similarities 
they have, and what makes them diverse. You can build up your own classification skills by 
observing wildlife and trying your hand at identifying what you see while looking out the 
window or taking a walk around your local park. 
 

Materials: 

 Let’s Sort! Worksheet (PDF below or editable version here) 

 Binoculars (optional) 

 Camera (optional) 

 Cell phone with iNaturalist app (optional) 

Process: 

1. Find a comfortable spot looking out your window or, if you can safely, take a stroll 

through your local park. 

2. Scan the ground, trees, and tops of other buildings for any wildlife. If you have a pair, 

use binoculars to get a closer look at things farther away. 

3. When you spot something, begin to identify it by using the Let’s Sort! worksheet. 

4. Placing wildlife into these broad categories is a great first step. Did you see a lot from 

one specific group? Why do you think you saw wildlife from one group more than the 

others? 

5. Was that first step easy enough and now you want to classify down to a species level? 

To get much more specific with your classification, you can use the help of a free app, 

such as                             … 

 To use:  

a. Download the iNaturalist app from wherever you normally get your apps. 

b. Take a photo of the wildlife using your mobile phone or a digital camera. 

*Remember that animals prefer social distancing all the time. Always 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L7Oz-SBGG-9lftk1N-A2VzSCVuwcxwNOcA3s43XKS8k/copy?usp=sharing


 

 

maintain a safe and comfortable distance between you and the animal. 

You will likely get a better photo if you don’t approach it or scare it away.* 

c. Upload your photo to the iNaturalist app. Be sure to include when and 

where you saw the wildlife. This information is very helpful for 

classification because species are often specific to certain areas or can be 

migrating at a certain time of year.  

d. Let the app help you to guess what you saw. Click on the picture that best 

matches your own. Once your entry is added, the citizen science 

community can help to confirm your identification, or suggest a different 

one based on their knowledge and experience. 

e. The best part of practicing classification, is that soon you’ll be able to 

share your knowledge and experience. As you get better, you can help 

identify entries in the app as well.  

  



 

 

Let’s Sort! 
 

 

 
Mammal 

 
Bird 

 

 
Amphibian 

 
Reptile 

 
 

 
Fish  

Invertebrate 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

 
Plant 

 

 
Fungi 

Let’s first group what we see into big, broad categories. Put 
a tally mark under the picture for the group your observed 

wildlife belongs to. 
 Does it have fur or hair like a mammal? 
 Does it have feathers and wings like a bird? 
 Does it have gills like a fish? 
 Does it have leaves like a plant? 

 
What group do you think your wildlife belongs to? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


